CHESHIRE EAST COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Cabinet Member for
Children and Family Services
held on Thursday, 10th March, 2011 in Committee Suite 2, Westfields,
Middlewich Road, Sandbach. CW11 1HZ

PRESENT

Councillor H Gaddum, Cabinet Member for Children and Family Services

IN ATTENDANCE

Councillor Rhoda Bailey = Cabinet Support Member

Mr J McCann Co-opted Member of Children and Families
Scrutiny Committee

OFFICERS

Andrew Arditti Communications Manager, People Directorate

Diane Bramhall Media Relations

Fintan Bradley Head of Strategy, Planning and Performance

Carol Jones Democratic Services Officer

Andy Kent Liaison Manager, Schools Setting and Services

Jackie Speakman Integrated School Transport Service

18 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
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No declarations of interest were made.
PUBLIC SPEAKING TIME/OPEN SESSION

In accordance with Procedure Rules Nos. 11 and 35 a period of 10
minutes was allocated for members of the public to address the meeting
on any matter relevant to its work.

There were no questions from members of the public.
HOME TO SCHOOL TRANSPORT REVIEW

A review of the Council’s Home-to-School Transport Policy was required
as a result of the tight financial framework within which all Local Authorities
were now operating. As a consequence, it was proposed that the policy
be reviewed and consultation be undertaken in relation to the services for
which a charge could made, viz:

o Post-16 transport;
o Some denominational transport;
o The post-16 element of the Complex Special Needs Policy; and
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o The provision of transport for children with medical needs.

The Cabinet Member for Children and Family Services was, therefore,
invited to approve consultation in respect of changing the services for
which Cheshire East Borough Council was legally permitted to make a
charge.

RESOLVED
That

(1) consultation be undertaken on the removal of the discretionary
elements of the Home-to-School Transport Policy and Complex
Special Needs Transport Policy;

(2) subject to the outcome of that consultation and to any subsequent
changes to the policies, the Starting School (information for parents
and carers) and Transferring to Secondary School (How to apply for a
school place) booklets be updated as necessary, prior to publication
for this Autumn’s school admissions round for admissions to schools
in the academic year 2012/13;

(3) areview of the efficiency of the current appeals process be
undertaken prior to any future policy changes taking effect; and

(4) a separate review be undertaken of transport arrangements for cared
for children in foster placements travelling to and from school.

SCHOOL TERM STANDARDISATION

The Cabinet Member for Children and Family Services was asked to
authorise consultation with interested parties in respect of a proposal that
with effect from 2012-2013 the Local Authority should align recommended
term dates for schools with those set and applied by other Authorities in
the “Learn Together Partnership” from 2010-2011, other than Cheshire
West and Chester Council (CWAC), Wirral and Cheshire East Council. It
was noted that CWAC was currently considering whether to undertake a
similar consultation.

The following correction was made to the report:

Paragraph 10.9, second paragraph to read “...distribute a letter from the
Director of Children and Families during March 2011”.

The following change was made to the report:
Paragraph 10.9, second paragraph, last sentence to read “....... report

back with findings and a recommendation with a view to publishing the
approved term dates during May 2011.”



RESOLVED: That a consultation with the following stakeholders take
place at the earliest opportunity with regard to the possible adoption by
Cheshire East Council of standardised school term dates with effect from
the 2012-13 school year, this pattern to be based on principles adopted by
some other Local Authorities in the Learn Together Partnership:

Headteacher and Governor associations;
School workforce Trade Unions;
Diocesan Bodies;

Parents/ Carers.

The meeting commenced at 3.30 pm and concluded at 4.05 pm

Councillor H Gaddum (Cabinet Member)

Cabinet Member for Children and Family Services



